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SOUTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL  
CONTINUES TO INJURE THE FISHING 
INDUSTRY 
 

NOAA, acting on a recommendation 
from the South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council (SAFMC), recently announced that com-
mercial seafood harvesters would be ALLOWED 
to harvest fifty pounds of red snapper per trip 
from December 12 until December 31 without 
size limitation.  

Fifty pounds of fish per commercial 
fishing trip is ludicrous and a slap in the face for 
fishermen providing seafood. Those who create 
and enact such a rule have no concept of the 
cost to fish offshore or to harvest enough sea-
food to maintain a profitable, sustainable busi-
ness that provides food.  

Most of the distrust between council 
staff/council members and fishermen in the 
South Atlantic could be removed if there were 
honest, transparent stock assessments for the 
snapper/grouper complex and all other fish 
stocks under their control.  

According to the Summary Report of 
the SAFMC Executive/Finance Committee in 
Wilmington, NC on December 6, 2012, the 
Council only spent 74% of their annual budget.  
The Council anticipates between a 13% and 
19% cut in their budget because of ñfiscal cliffò 
potentials. Even with this potential, some of their 
budget could go for real stock assessments 
which would help the region and the nation. If 
10% of the Councilôs annual operating budget 
was used for stock assessments that would be 
good start. 

The red snapper ban has been in place 
for over two years.  There is little hope that un-
der the ideology of the current SAFMC and cur-
rent leadership of NOAA that any consideration 
will be given to reopen red snapper for those 
whose jobs have been lost. There are too many 
powerful environmental groups pushing to curtail 
interaction between humans and critters. What 
SAFMC & NOAA have done to the fishing com-
munities from North Carolina to Key West is 
mean-spirited and is destroying jobs and infra-
structure of a sustainable and historical industry. 

and turtles or ñnever-ending researchò to de-
velop a plan for the next time there is an oil 
disaster. Where is the plan following the Exxon 
Valdez? Maybe NOAA has an unwritten agree-
ment with the funders to preclude stock assess-
ments from being approved and funded. We 
donôt know any valid reason for the state agen-
cies and independent academicians not to be 
funded for stock assessment projects. WILL 
NFWFôS BOARD ALLOW STOCK ASSESS-
MENT SCIENCE TO BE FUNDED? PROBA-
BLY NOT, BUT THEY SHOULD. 
http://www.nfwf.org/Content/NavigationMenu/
WhoWeAre/AboutUs/BoardofDirectors/
default.htm  Google the people who control 
$2.9 Billion from the BP Court Settlement.  
Scary. 

NATI ONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE 
FOUNDATION RECEIVES BP OIL 
FINE WINDFALL  
 

The National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF), was awarded $2.934 
BILLION dollars from the federal court settle-
ment for natural resources restoration in the 
Gulf of Mexico. Funds are supposed to be 
distributed among the five states as follows: 
 Louisiana 50% - Florida, Alabama & Missis-
sippi 14% and Texas 8%.  

The NFWF is a non-profit organiza-
tion founded by Congress in 1984 by power-
ful political lobbying. Its Board of Directors is 
composed of some of the wealthiest business 
people that have direct ties to the oil and gas 
industry. NFWF doesnôt have any fishery 
related representation on their Board from a 
southern state yet this group of super-rich 
individuals will decide who gets the remainder 
of the 2.9 billion dollars after administration 
and other costs.  

Chances of the Florida Fish & Wild-
life Research Institute receiving funds for 
essential stock assessment work seem slim.  
Stock assessments for our species of fish are 
the most important work that needs to be 
done for the commercial and recreational 
fishing industry. Politics from the highest 
level, as usual, will determine who gets 
funded. Everyone with any interest in saving 
our industry must FOLLOW THE DOLLARS.  
For instance, what is the amount of daily in-
terest on $2.9 billion dollars? Who gets the 
interest? How will it be used? Where is the 
transparency? 

There will never be enough money 
to satisfy the special interest groups who are 
only interested in wetlands, birds, porpoises 

GROUPER AUTHENTICATION 

WORKSHOP HELD IN ST. PE-

TERSBURG  

 
Dr. John Paul and David Fries, 

assisted capably by Sea Grantôs Libby 
Carnahan, Robert Ulrich and Gary Hendrick 
conducted a grouper authentication work-
shop entitled, ñWhatôs in your sandwich.ò 
Attendees participated in a ñhands onò exer-
cise using all equipment necessary to de-
termine if the fish being tested was actually 
grouper. In the past DNA samples took an 
extended period of time.  The possibility of 
conducting a test with a handheld device 
would be instrumental in changing the way 
the ñfake fish gameò is played. It is long 
past time to stop the substitution of cheaper 
seafood products for the real product as 
declared on the label or the menu.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS,  

HAPPY HANNUKAH, 

HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

MAY 2013 BE FULL OF BLESSINGS FOR ALL 

http://www.nfwf.org/Content/NavigationMenu/WhoWeAre/AboutUs/BoardofDirectors/default.htm
http://www.nfwf.org/Content/NavigationMenu/WhoWeAre/AboutUs/BoardofDirectors/default.htm
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IN MEMORIAM  

 
Tom Mc Ilwain spent fifty years 
working on behalf of fishermen and 
the fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Most of those years were at the 
Gulf Coast Research Laboratory in 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi. Tom 
had a special way for bringing 
calmness and clarity to chaos; and 
chaos is the normal state of fish 
management in the Gulf of Mexico.  
He played a key role in the transi-
tion of the GCR lab to become an 
official sector of the academic 
program at the University of South-
ern Mississippi. The entire fishing 
industry will miss his soft voice, 
steady hand and scientific integrity. 
Tom was a true friend to all of us. 
SFA sends condolences to Tomôs 
family. 
 
Walter T. Bell was born in Cortez, 
Florida and died in Cortez, Florida 
89 years later. He was a consum-
mate fisherman and pioneer in the 
Florida seafood industry who ex-
perienced the best of times and 
survived in the worst of times after 
the Florida net ban was put into 
effect. Soft-spoken and sincere he 
had the respect of everyone who 
knew him. Fishing to Walter Bell 
was the same as sunshine to the 
beaches. They absolutely go to-
gether. The Bell family was instru-
mental in the formation and con-
tinuation of Southeastern Fisheries 
Association. He swerved in the 
Merchant Marines in WW II and 
was quoted in his obituary saying, 
ñhe saw enough of the world during 
those years to know that he was 
happy to be back in Cortez.ò That 
is a realization that many SFA 
members have concerning their 
home town. SFA sends condo-
lences to Walterôs family. 
MAY THEIR SOULS AND THE 
SOULS OF ALL THE FAITH-
FULLY DEPARTED, REST IN 
PEACE. AMEN 

Get on board with a  

winner!!  JOIN SFA  

TODAY. Be a giver 

and not a taker.  

Put something back 

into your industry.  

Call SFA (850) 224 -0612  

SPORTFISH STATUS FOR SNOOK, REDFISH AND SEA TROUT MAKES THEM CATCH AND RELEASE 
ONLY 
 
Taken from the FWC News Release dated December 5, 2012. 

ñWhile Florida has many recreationally important species, it does not have an official saltwater game fish or 
sport fish designation. Reasons for considering these changes include helping highlight and protect some of Floridaôs 
premier recreational fish and encouraging anglers to adopt voluntary conservation practices such as catch-and-release. 
If adopted, these changes could lead to healthier fish populations and help Florida market its unique fishing opportuni-
ties to residents and visitors. 

ñI think itôs an opportunity for this Commission to create a lasting legacy,ò said Chairman Kenneth Wright. ñI 
think it will send a signal to fishermen around the world that we are a world-class fishing destination.ò 

At the meeting, staff presented the Commission with potential game fish and sport fish definitions and de-
scribed how fish within these designations could be managed. Suggested parameters for game fish would include no 
commercial harvest, possession or sale. 

The sport fish designation would offer a higher level of protection than game fish by making selected 
species catch-and-release only, including no recreational harvest as well as no commercial harvest, posses-
sion or sale.ò 

It will be surprising if the majority of Florida anglers are willing to support catch and release for snook and 
redfish, both of which have been harvested exclusively by anglers for years.  

In the case of snook, as reflected in our Associationôs Corporate Minutes, SFA, the Izaak Walton League and 
the Florida Outdoor Writers Association coordinated legislative efforts to make snook a game fish in the late 1950s or 
early 1960s. SFA worked with those honorable sport fishing leaders because they promised the commercial fishing 
industry if we agreed snook was reserved for anglers they would not ask for exclusive fishing for any other popular com-
mercial fish.  

Spotted sea trout may also be designated as catch and release which is good for the folks who only want to 
use the resource for their fun, but for the non-boating Floridians it would be another fish taken from the retail fish mar-
kets and restaurants. Trout is affordable for every fish lover and should not be set aside just for fun. 

Southeastern Fisheries Association believes the FWC should establish a dynamic ñCATCH AND CONSUMEò 
program for fairness and equity among user groups. Hopefully all the kids being taught how to fish through FWC pro-
grams are also being told how important fish are and that fish consumption is healthy and sustainable. If the next gen-
eration is taught that all fish come under a catch and release philosophy, what a disservice that would be to so many 
people.  

This might be good for vegans and vegetarians, but not very good for the average consumer who needs fish 
in his/her diet. 

NEW SFA WEBSITE COM-

ING IN JANUARY 2013  

 
Southeastern Fisheries As-

sociation will launch an updated Web 
Site the first part of January 2013. 
Information important to the members 
of SFA will be paramount, but there 
will be data and links that anyone in 
the seafood business will find helpful. 
We plan to make the transition 
smooth. Our web manager will keep 
the site current and correct. All corpo-
rate category members will have their 
company web site linked to the SFA 
web site if they wish. Hopefully other 
members will upgrade their status to 
take advantage of everything available 
to corporate members including a spe-
cial rate for HACCP and Sanitation 
training among other benefits. The 
new site will combine the two previous 
sites in order to provide historical and 
current information 

PEW CHARITY TAKES AIM AT FISH AGGREGATING DEVICES 
(FAD) 
 

ñThe Pew Environment Group announced they were taking on the 
task of developing a óback of the envelopeô estimate of how many drifting 
FADs are currently in use, while acknowledging that it would be a challeng-
ing exercise and the results both imperfect and preliminary. Collating data 
gathered using three separate methodologies; they were able to conclude 
that the number of drifting FADs put into the oceans each year ranges from 
47,000ï105,000. 

FADs function as open-ocean ñmeeting pointsò with multiple spe-
cies gathering underneath them. FADs extending 50 meters down can be 
made from a variety of materials, including bamboo floats, plastic ribbons, 
palm fronds and old nets. They can be adrift for years at a time and attract a 
wide variety of marine life, including skipjack tuna, sharks, billfish, juvenile 
yellowfin and bigeye tuna, and sea turtles, many of which end up dead or 
dying as part of the overall catch. FAD fishing is widespread and growing 
because of its increased efficiencyðmeaning more fish are caught with less 
effort. This method is used to catch almost half of the worldôs tuna and is 
driving the overfishing of bigeye tuna across the Pacific Ocean.ò 

This is an issue that needs to be addressed. SFA hopes Pew 
doesnôt cause US consumers and readers to think these are open-ocean 
devices are allowed in US waters. Bad fishing practices in other nations 
have been used to demonize the domestic fishermen for decades. Hopefully 
this will not be the case this time. 
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2013 GULF GAG GROUPER REC SEASON DRAFT RULE DIS-

CUSSED AT FWC MEETING 

 
ñThe Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

(FWC) unanimously decided Wednesday, Dec. 5, on a draft 2013 Gulf 
of Mexico gag grouper recreational season. After discussing several 
options and hearing public testimony from 26 people, Commissioners 
at their meeting in Apalachicola chose draft options that, if approved 
in February, will make most Gulf state waters consistent with the cur-
rent federal season, with the exception of a four-county region.ò 

It remains to be seen if NOAA takes any action to reduce the 
Total Allowable Catch of gag grouper in the Gulf of Mexico. It must be diffi-
cult for fishermen in Bay County and all counties north of Gulf County or 
south of Wakulla County to watch fishermen catch gag grouper when they 
canôt in adjoining waters. Itôs not an easy call to stay in compliance with the 
federal government on everything, but as long as the stock assessments 
show the stock overfished or in need of rebuilding then everyone deserves 
equal protection under the law. There were comments in the press by fish-
ermen in Southwest Florida saying the opening dates are restrictive for 
them and the gag fishery might be closed before the beginning of their 
main winter tourist fishing season. There is no scientific question that gag 
grouper occur predominately in the federal waters when they become of 
legal size to harvest. There is less hard data determining how much of the 
gag grouperôs life cycle occurs in state waters. There are no easy decisions 
for fish management. It will be interesting to see how NOAA handles the 
Florida Fish & Wildlife Commissionôs decision, if they attempt to address it 
at all. 

Pat Barkerôs crew delivering goods to ñSandyò victims. Thanks Pat for 
your generous assistance to those who were hurt so bad by Sandy. SFA 
contributed some funds and if other members assisted please let the 
SFA office know so Kudoôs can be given.  

The Merrifieldôs, Mc Coyôs and 
Thompsonôs hosted, A CUL-
TURE WORTH SAVING book 
signing at their Wild Ocean 
market in Titusville and at the 
Wild Ocean market on Cape 
Canaveral. The book signings 
were part of their ñtasting sea-
food eventò and was well at-
tended in both places. Bob and 
Malinda Jones answered ques-
tions about the book and the 
industry at which over 200 peo-
ple attended. Kudoôs for getting 
the story about our industry in 
front of so many people. 

WHAT DOES THE FISHING INDUSTRY HAVE TO DO 
TO GET STOCK ASSESSMENTS FUNDED? 
 
 For nearly ten years SFA has begged, pleaded and cajoled for 
fishery stock assessments to be done by NOAA or FWC or any entity 
capable of determining the relative abundance of our fish stocks. Honest 
scientists tell us there is a great need to find out how many fish are in 
the Gulf. They tell us there is a need for fisheries dependent data, fisher-
ies independent data and measurement of spawning stock aggrega-
tions. Much more needs to be known about the benthic habitat and there 
are ample scientific methods available to do that if only they could be 
funded. Honest scientists have the skill sets yet it seems to the fishing 
industry many of todayôs NOAA scientists are more comfortable sitting 
behind a computer making assumptions than standing on the back deck 
of a fishing or research vessel doing real scientific work. The industry 
doesnôt understand why NOAA Science Centers donôt spend more time 
on species within our geographical area. Maybe they do, but maybe 
they are caught up in international science projects or pet scientific pro-
jects instead of accomplishing science needs right here at home. The 
industry believes much of the current science is political and ideological. 
When will other groups interested in a sustainable planet join SFA in 
demanding stock assessments? When will other groups help us get part 
of the $2.934 Billion given to a 501 c 3 charitable organization for stock 
assessments in the southeast? rpj 


